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UNM Taos Faculty Senate
November 10, 2006 Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President, Renee Barela-Gutierrez. In attendance were Bob Arellano,
Renee Gutierrez, Gary Cook, Debbie Ragland, Larry Torres, Theresa Green, Liz Moya and Brian
Christensen. Absent was Bernadette Track.
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved after a minor change. The Treasurer’s report was given
by Gary Cook. The budget for this senate year is $2,000.
Theresa reported that the final changes to the faculty handbook were complete and it will be forwarded to
main campus. Theresa will contact Richard Holder to check on the exact process for this.
Committee reports were given next. Bob Arellano reported on the Faculty Concerns committee. In fact, we
decided to make the official name “Faculty Concerns” instead of using R2D2. The priorities for this
committee are health insurance for adjunct faculty, job security, and salary increases. Some research on
health insurance packages for adjunct faculty was done. It was recommended that we check with main
campus AAUP coordinator first to see what may have already been done. It was also recommended that we
check with to see what the legislature may have available, in particular, checking with Bobby Gonzales.
Gary Cook reported on the curriculum committee activities. The Associates of Fine Arts has been approved
both locally and at main campus. There is also a proposal for a Small Business Management Certificate.
This initiated a great discussion among the senate members regarding number of associate degrees that
should be offered at UNM-Taos. Too many degrees usually results in few students completing each type of
degree. We all agreed with the concept of fewer degrees, but offering a FOCUS or CONCENTRATION in
a specialty area. For example, offering an Associate of Science in pre-business, with a concentration in
paralegal expertise. Gary will take these recommendations back to the curriculum committee.
Bob Arellano and Debbie Ragland reported that the new syllabus template was given to the Department of
Instruction and also posted on the UNM-Taos website, under the Academics tab.
Liz Moya asked how we could promote the idea of offering courses and/or certificates in bilingual (Spanish
primarily) terminology for professional use, such as medical, legal, finance and social services. We all
agreed that this was a great idea, and will think about finding instructors who would want to offer the
courses.
Debbie brought up the topic of how to reach an untapped market here in Taos, the retired community.
UNM-Taos has so much to offer that population, but so many are not aware of our offerings. Bob
volunteered to draft a flyer that could be used to advertise our programs. It could be distributed in a number
of ways, including using the Chamber of Commerce, retirement groups, hosting a breakfast, newsletters, and
a mail-out. The senate agreed to provide funds for making the flyer.
Larry Torres asked if we could find a way to remind all faculty that grades must be posted using the new
BANNER system, and if we could publish a quick help guide for this process. Theresa will get with the
department of Instruction on this.
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The next meeting will be held Friday, December 8th at 8:30 in the Picuris room.
Theresa Green
Secretary, UNM-Taos senate
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